MaP Slci“ Work

Students can Practice map skills }33
iclenthcging the top ten cities Penson

travels to throughout the book.

Pegin by locating a map of the state of
Michigan. (You can request a free map
of the state of Michigan by visiting the
Michigan Department of T ransporta-

tion website.)

As you read about each |ocation, mark
the citg on the map. r!ave students
idcnthcg how tlﬂeg would travel from
their home to the city by using direc-
tional terms (north, south, east, and
west). Students can also locate the
cities where PBenson’s friends and fami-
lies live. Ask students to idcntiFg where
the top ten cities are in relation to home
of friends and Fami|3 members (ie: Mid-
land is north of Ann Arbor).

BONUS Stuclen’cs in need of more

advanced map work can iclenthcg the
route to the top ten cities from their
home using the state’s ma_jor !’xighwags

orinterstates.

Additional Lcaming
OPPortunitics

Write Benson: Benson would love to
hear from you and your students! F]ease
send mail to: Benson, 10871 5. Du-
rand Rcl, Durand, M] 48429.

Recipcs: Complete one of the rcciPcs
located inside our book. Fost aclass
Picture on our [Tacebook page or email
the Picturc to:

]n{:o@BensonsAdventures.com. ]Fgou

and your students have a favorite fall
rcciPe or chocolate reciPc to share with

Benson, Please send it as welll

f\/(/f\lD Share the Miclﬁigan Activitg
Fass (MAF) with 3ourFamilics. Families

are able to rent a pass to museums,
Parlcs, etc. free of chargc. To learn
more, visit

http://www.p‘ymoutl’rrockets.com/maPZ_O 16/

TcﬂingTimc—~ Teach your
students about time. Worlc
on tc”ing time on the differ-
ent types of clocks found
throughout your school.
You can create your own
clocks to practice te”ing

time on.

T eachers Guide

Fricnds,

We believe children should be curious, in-
spired, and cncouragec{ to DREAMBIG. As
eclucators, we know books and travel can take
children to magica| Placcs begonc{ their homes,
classrooms, and communities. As you share Ben-
son’s Adventures in M/’c/wgan, we l‘uopc your
students understand that a world of Michigan
travel adventures and oPPortunitics awaits them
and that tl‘neg can make a difference 53 Fo“owing

their dreams.

We created this ] eacher's (Guide to Providc
educators with ideas on how to use this book as a
teacl‘uing tool before students take the book
home to enjog with their Famil& As you use this
resource and identiFg even more ways to use this
book, Plcasc share your ideas with us

|nfo@Pensons Adventures.com

HaPP3 reading,
Tracg and Shannon



mailto:Info@BensonsAdventures.com

Writing

T eachers can use Benson’s Adven-
tures in M/cﬁ{gan to focus on the com-
ponents of writing, sPechCica”g the com-
Ponents ofa Postcarc]. Teachers can
download and Print many free temPlates
online for students to Practicc writing
and adc{rcssing Postcards. You can
even extend this writing into Friendb

letters and addressing envelopcs.

Additional idea: Students love to re-

ceive mail, so teachers could create a

Post office in their classroom for stu-

dents to write and receive postcards or
P

Ietters From their classmates.

Donations: Ask yourFriends, your
{:amilg membcrs, and students’ Parcnts
to donate old cards, stationary, or
Pos’ccarcls for your students to use in

your writing center.

Field T”P |dea: T ake a field trip to the
post office! Postmasters are aIwags 50
hclpgul in explaining the tools, re-

sources, and mangjobs associated with

the Um'tccl States Postal Service.

Science

|dentify ~ Download a chart of butterflies
and insects native to Michigan. (Go outside
and see how many butterflies you and your
students can find and identify. \/isit a local
butterfly house to identify different types of

butterflies.

Observc— During travels to the Great
Lakes, look for Fctoskcy stones and share
the science behind these beautiful Prchistoric
fossils that once lived over 350 million years
ago. At schoo[, ask students to collect rocks
found at home. (/lsing a magr\hcging g[ass to
observe their features, try to ic{cr\thcg the

tﬂPC of cach rocl(.

Measure ~ | raverse Citg and Mackinac
Citg offer science sails to exp]ore different
topics in science. Students can measure the
clarit3 of water, look at P[ankton, and chart
wind sPeed and air temPcraturCA Visit a local
Pond or lake to collect and look at P[ar\kton
undera microscope. Ask students to read a
thermometer to record
the temperature each
clag and discuss the
c{aily changes in
temPcraturc
Students can also

create a wind sock to

learn about wind

direction.

Native American Culture

Legenc{s and stories help make a culture.
The ()Jﬁbwa People share stories that give
life

to the moon and stars. | he jSbwa were
the first Peop]e to travel and live at the
lakeshore and surrounding area. | heir
legenc{s date back thousands of years.
Read the Fo”owing stories. |f Possib]e,

share the stories under the nig]—lt sicy.

Moon—T he man in the moon is a
Nishnaabe man (Origina] Man). He is
bcnding forward with his head somewhat
down praying For “Mother [ arth. [f you
look close when he is in full moon, you will

see feathers on his head.

Northcm Lights——(Wassnodae)——()Jibwa
ancestors are dancing and meeting those
Pcop!e that have Passed on, lcading them to
the Mi”(g Wag, which is called the Jiibag
Mikana (Ghost Road).

E)ig{:oot (Chi Sawbe) —The Big Dipper
inc]uc{ing the belt is called the Nanabush
Anung The Ojibwa feel that Nanabush is
the older brother and teacher to their
Pcople. Nanabush Anung will at times take
the formof a Furrg giant, and is also called a
trickster. Some of the elders wi”joke

that this could give him the name Bigf:oot
(Chi Sawbe) constellation.



